
ake no mistake, even Fort 
McMurray has a green side. This 
year the community's first eco-

industrial parkÐone of a growing number 
in CanadaÐwill be finished.

An eco-friendly industrial park in the 
heart of Canada's oilsands?

ªWhy not Fort McMurray?º asks Bryan 
Lutes. ªWhy not counteract a lot of nega-
tive publicity with something good?º

Lutes is president of the Wood Buffalo 
Housing and Development Corp., develop-
ers of the TaigaNova Eco-Industrial Park. 
Located along Highway 63 seven minutes 
north of the city, TaigaNova spans over 31.5 
ha. It has 27 lotsÐfour zoned as highway 
commercial and 23 as business industrialÐ
ranging in size from 0.34 ha to 1.97 ha. Ten 
of the 27 lots already have buyers.

The TaigaNova has four primary 
objectives. They are to:

  Address a shortage of industrial land 
in the area.

  Support the business needs of the 
resource sector and the local economy.

  Take a leadership role in sustainable 
industrial development.

  Minimize environmental impacts and 
enhance quality of life.
While there are other eco-industrial 

parks in Canada, Eco-Industrial Solutions 
Ltd., the development manager on the pro-
ject, says TaigaNova is the only such park 
that is conventionally financed.

One of TaigaNova's green features 
is its stormwater system. Traditionally, 
stormwater is controlled with curbs and 
gutters. The TaigaNova park uses swales 
in combination with a pond. The swales 
help to naturally filter runoff back into the 
environment. That should lessen the strain 
on the sewer system when snow melts.

The pond is more than just a tool to 
control stormwater, though. It will be a 
public site and wildlife habitatÐcomplete 
with dragonfly perches. The park's design 
includes walking and cycling trails.

TaigaNova's developers also made the 
roads in the park narrower, using less 
asphalt and, therefore, oil to create the 

Choosing
green
Fort McMurray builds its first eco-industrial park
by Kelley Stark

M

This artist's rendering shows what the layout of 
Fort McMurray's new TaigaNova Eco-Industrial Park 
might look like when construction is complete.
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YOUR BUILDING MATERIALSEXPERTS.
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asphalt. As well, because of the ground-
level stormwater system, less piping is 
required.

There's even a green component to 
the machinery used to build the park. 
Some of the equipment is being powered 
by biodiesel or a biodiesel blend. While 
there is debate about whether the produc-
tion of bio-diesel actually outweighs the 
use of conventional diesel, the developers 
are hopeful that it positively impacts the 
environment in the long run.

There should also be a cost bene-
fit to clients that choose to build at 
TaigaNova.

Buildings in the park will be energy 
efficient, using 25 per cent less energy 
than what's specified by the Model 
National Energy Code of Canada. 
Companies can choose to use native land-
scaping, which will translate to a savings 
in irrigation costs.

Having a list of specific development 
guidelines makes it easier for developers 
to choose aspects of green building that 
work for them. ªWhat we're doing isn't 
that difficult to do,º Lutes says. ª In fact, 
building this type of park may be easier 
[than conventional industrial parks].º

Says Tracy Casavant, president of Eco-
Industrial Solutions: ªWe're seeing innova-
tive companies in conventional industries 
coming in and proving that benefiting the 
economy and the environment are not 
mutually exclusive. Designing to build 
and operate sustainably does not have to 
cost more.º

Construction of the first buildings 
along TaigaNova's newly named streets, 
Boreal Road and TaigaNova Way, is 
expected to start this year.

Clustering vegetation within TaigaNova will 
create functional greenspaces.
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